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Mayand June are coming. While that brings up lots of possibilities for things
to think about, this message is about a recurring theme in those two months:
Love!

That theme will be expressed though Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.
Perhaps because I’mwriting this just two weeks after HolyWeek, mymind is
still on Jesus’Great Commandment, “I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one anoth-

er.”

The Apostle John, in his first letter, underscores this commandment. “Beloved, let us love one another, for love
is of God, and they that love are born of God, and know God. They that do not love, do not know God for God is
Love” (I John 4:7&8). He goes on to remind us howGod’s loveworks in our lives. “God’s lovewas revealed among
us in this way: God sent his only son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we
lovedGod but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the Propitiation (atoning sacrifice) for our sins. Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.”

How do we love as God loves us? By willingly giving of ourselves to others in ways that nurture a self-giving
and self-sacrificing love in others. Nurturing love in others only becomes possible as we are nurtured in love by
Christ and each other. Here is a poem on this nurturing kind of love that I'm sure you have all heard before. It was
originally written by Dorothy Law Nolte to guide the rearing of children.

If a child lives with criticism, she learns to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight.

If a child lives with ridicule, she learns to be shy.
If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty.

[But,] If a child lives with tolerance, she learns to be patient.
If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence.

If a child lives with praise, she learns to appreciate.
If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice.

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith.
If a child lives with approval, she learns to like herself.

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world.

Though Mother’s Day happens this month, and Father’s Day occurs next, these thoughts are not just about the
rearing of our children. Since we are all “Children of God” we are all meant to be about the business of loving each
other in the same manner. Our love for each other is to be one that nurtures and grows faith, and trust, and love.

Peace,
Fr. Rick

Two Months for Love
John 13:34-35
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From Your Senior Warden
One Sunday morning, as a 23-year-old newcomer, I entered the parish hall of the

church I attended just outsideBaltimore,Maryland. Hoping tograbaquickcupof coffee
before the service, I turned the spigot on one of the two large coffee urns sitting on the
kitchen counter. The coffee was not only cold but had been left sitting for so long that
it formed a murky rim inside the urns. I hastened back up the stairs and rushed up to the
priest, whowas about to enter the church to begin the service. “Father Joe,” I reported, “do
you know there’s no hot coffee for after service and the coffeepots are dirty?” Startled at my
sudden urgency over a matter like old coffee when he was about to begin the Processional, he stared at me.
“Elizabeth,” he quickly responded,” I am hereby appointing you as head of the newly formed Coffee Committee.”
The organ music began and he strode up the aisle.

I pondered his announcement during the service. Amongmy swirling ideaswere, “Whywasn’t anyonemaking
the coffee on a scheduled basis,” and “Whowas supplying the coffee?” and “Whywould anyone just leave without
cleaning the urns?” Then Fr. Joe’s announcement settled in: he had given me my marching orders. The next day,
I was in the church kitchen, scrubbing the pots and wiping down the counters. From then on, each Sunday, I made
sure there was sufficient coffee along with the sweeteners and creamers. It became a focus, and one with purpose.
My appointment to the nonexistent Coffee Committee taught me that each of us has a mission, no matter the size,
that offers the opportunity to serve. For the two years I attended theBaltimore church, the kitchen remained spotless
and the coffee was always fresh.

This recollection, of course, reminds me that here at St. John’s Chapel, each of us also
has a mission. Small or large, we’re all a part of our beloved historic church. There is a job
for every person attending our chapel. For some, it’s helping in the garden, for others, it’s
bringing coffee hour treats. A few feed the I-HELPwomenwho stay overnight once aweek,
volunteer in theBenefit Shop, or lay read regularly. Right now,wehave an especially urgent
mission that affects each of us, and that is our income status. We are asking each member
to prayerfully consider the mission of helping to pay the bills. It takes an adequate amount
each month to keep the lights on, the insurance paid, and salaries met. We will continue as
a thriving spiritual presence in the community only if our finances thrive. Your Vestry, and
the Finance Committee, request that, beyond your regular pledge, will you please consider

“adopting” a bill to pay? Each of us is asked to take on the mission of maintaining our financial health. We will
then continue to keep St. John’s doors open, as they have remained, for the past 135 years. And we’ll always make
sure that the coffee is ready, and fresh.
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Business News Continued from page 2
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St. John's Chapel, Del Monte & Our Military Connection
David Jones, longtime member of our congre-

gation, is undertaking the daunting task of chroni-
cling the members of St. John's who have served
in themilitary. Our connection to themilitary goes
back even before the US Navy acquired the Del
MonteHotel. David is asking everyone in the con-
gregation to search their memories and provide
him with names, photographs in uniform (or par-
tial thereof), any military memorabilia, and any

history youmight have. He can be reached at davediane1@comcast.net, or you're welcome
to chat with him during "coffee hour" after service on Sundays.
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TheGreat Easter EggHunt!

Altar Flowers: The Flower Chart is in its usual place in the Parish Hall. Reserve
those important dates now. Costs are $40.00 for regular seasonal flowers,

greenery and candles, OR $50.00 for roses.
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THE BENEFIT SHOP ACCEPTS
Clean, gently used clothing
Clean, working small appliances
Clean Kitchen items
Chinaware, Glassware
CDs and DVDs
Knick knacks and bric-a-brac
Small furniture items in good condition
Art and Art objects
Holiday items
Jewelry

WE CAN NOT ACCEPT
ELECTRONICS: such as MEDICAL EQUIP-
MENT, PRINTERS, COPIERS, LAPTOPS, CELL
PHONES, TELEVISIONS, OR COMPUTERS.
Soiled or worn-out clothing or shoes
Cassettes or VHS videos
Non-working small appliances
Broken, chipped, or cracked items
Worn kitchen ware
Broken jewelry or watches

Please Note: We do not have the woman-power to dispose of
unsaleable items. Please do not leave items at the gate, it is unlawful.
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Editorial Policy

The St. John's Chapel Newsletter is published by
St. John'sChapel,DelMonte, 1490MarkThomas
Drive,MontereyCA93940, a501(c)(3)nonprofit,
tax exempt organization. It is publishedmonthly
for the benefit and edification of its parishioners
and the general public. The advertisements ap-
pearing in this publication do not reflect an en-
dorsement by St. John's Chapel, Del Monte.

St. John's Chapel, Del Monte
Staff, Vestry & Officers

First

Class
Postage

The Very Rev. Dr. Richard Miles - Priest-in-Charge
Cynthia Brown - Chapel Administrator
Mary Clare Martin - Organist
Jose Martinez - Sexton
Brieanne Goldberg - Bookkeeper
George Spelvin - Newsletter Publisher

Elizabeth Barratt - Senior Warden
Art Brost - Junior Warden
Monica Nathan - Treasurer
Elizabeth Barratt - Clerk
Chibby Ogbuka - Member
Margee Bennett - Member
Jean Givetz - Member
Carl Patience - Member


