The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

September 8, 2024
The Collect

KEEP, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual mercy; and,
because the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy
help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
A reading from the 2"d Book of Ecclesiastes beginning at the 15t verse:

1 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore
enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity.

2] said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?

31 sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine
heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that
good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the
days of their life.

41 made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:

5] made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind
of fruits:

6T made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth
trees:

71 got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I
had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in
Jerusalem before me:

81 gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and
of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights
of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.

9So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in
Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.

10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not
my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was
my portion of all my labour.

11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the



labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation
of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.
Here endeth the Old Testament Lesson

Psalm 49. Audite haec, omnes.
We will read Psalm 49 responsively by the whole verse:

O HEAR ye this, all ye people; * ponder it with your ears, all ye that
dwell in the world,;

2 High and low, rich and poor, * one with another.

3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, * and my heart shall muse of
understanding.

4 T will incline mine ear to the parable, * and show my dark
speech upon the harp.

5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, * when wickedness at
my heels compasseth me round about?

6 There be some that put their trust in their goods, * and
boast themselves in the multitude of their riches.

7 But no man may deliver his brother, * nor give a ransom unto God
for him,

8 (For it cost more to redeem their souls, * so that he must let
that alone for ever;)

9 That he shall live alway, * and not see the grave.

10 For he seeth that wise men also die and perish together, *
as well as the ignorant and foolish, and leave their riches for
other.

11 And yet they think that their houses shall continue for ever, and
that their dwelling-places shall endure from one generation to another;
* and call the lands after their own names.

12 Nevertheless, man being in honour abideth not, * seeing he
may be compared unto the beasts that perish;

13 This their way is very foolishness; * yet their posterity praise their
saying.



14 They lie in the grave like sheep; death is their shepherd;
and the righteous shall have dominion over them in the
morning: * their beauty shall consume in the sepulchre, and
have no abiding.

15 But God hath delivered my soul from the power of the grave; * for
he shall receive me.

16 Be not thou afraid, though one be made rich, * or if the
glory of his house be increased;

17 For he shall carry nothing away with him when he dieth, * neither
shall his pomp follow him.

18 For while he lived, he counted himself an happy man; * and
so long as thou doest well unto thyself, men will speak good of
thee.

19 He shall follow the generation of his fathers, * and shall never see
light.

20 Man that is in honour but hath no understanding * is
compared unto the beasts that perish.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world
without end, Amen

The Epistle Galatians. vi. 11.
A reading from the 6t Chapter of Galatians beginning at the 11th verse:

YE see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand. As
many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be
circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.
For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to
have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. But God forbid that
I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.
And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy,
and upon the Israel of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I
bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.



Here ended the Epistle

The Gospel. St. Matthew. vi. 24.
A reading from the 6t Chapter of St. Matthew beginning at the 24t verse:
Glory be to thee, O Lord

NO man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall
put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold
the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than
they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore,
if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and tomorrow is cast
into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? There
fore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink?
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after all these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all
these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. The Gospel of the be to Lord
Praise thee, O Christ



