Collect and Lessons for the Third Sunday in Lent called (Oculi)

The Collect.

WE beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy
humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty, to be our
defence against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson
A reading from the 3" Chapter of Genesis beginning at the 8™ verse:

8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. ° And the LORD God
called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked; and I hid myself. ! And he said, Who told thee that thou wast
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. > And the LORD God said unto the
woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

4 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this,
thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:

1> And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.



16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; '® Thorns also and thistles shall it
bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; ' In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of
it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Psalm 25: 8-15

8 Them that are meek shall he guide in judgment; * and such
as are gentle, them shall he learn his way.

9 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, * unto such
as keep his covenant and his testimonies.

10 For thy Name's sake, O LORD, * be merciful unto my sin;
for it 1s great.

11 What man is he that feareth the LORD? * him shall he
teach in the way that he shall choose.

12 His soul shall dwell at ease, * and his seed shall inherit
the land.

13 The secret of the LORD 1s among them that fear him; *
and he will show them his covenant.

14 Mine eyes are ever looking unto the LORD; * for he shall
pluck my feet out of the net.

15 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; * for I am
desolate, and in misery.



The New Testament Lesson

A reading from the 5" Chapter of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
beginning at the 1 verse:

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints. “Let there be no filthiness
nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let
there be thanksgiving. ° For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous ( that is, an i1dolater), has
no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

®Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. ’ Therefore do not
associate with them; ®for at one time you were darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light ° (for the fruit of light is found
in all that is good and right and true), '°and try to discern what is pleasing
to the Lord.

' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. '>For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. '* But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,

14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel is written in the 11" Chapter of Luke beginning at the
14" verse:
Glory be to thee, O Lord



14 And Jesus was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass,
when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered.

1> But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the
chief of the devils. '® And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from
heaven. ' But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against
a house falleth. '®If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his
kingdom stand? because ye say that I cast out devils through Beelzebub.

1% And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them
out? therefore shall they be your judges. *°But if I with the finger of God
cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.

2l When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace:

22 But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him,
he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his
spoils. %* He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not
with me scattereth. ** When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he
walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will
return unto my house whence I came out. %> And when he cometh, he
findeth it swept and garnished. “° Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven
other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there:
and the last state of that man is worse than the first.

7 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the
company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed 1s the womb that
bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. *® But he said, Yea rather,
blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ



