
 1 

Lessons for the Sunday called Septuagesima  
or the Third Sunday before Lent 

January 28, 2024 
 

The Collect. 

O LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy 
people; that we, who are justly punished for our offences, may be 
mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for the glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who liveth and, reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end. Amen. 

The Old Testament Lesson 

A reading from the 3rd Chapter of the Book of Jonah beginning at the 
10th verse:  
10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and 
God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; 
and he did it not. 
 
1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 2 And 
he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not 
this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled 
before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of 
the evil.  3 Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 
 
 4 Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?  5 So Jonah went 
out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him 
a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 
become of the city. 
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 6 And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over 
Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from 
his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.  7 But God 
prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote 
the gourd that it withered. 
 
 8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a 
vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he 
fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to 
die than to live.  9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry 
for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 
 
 10 Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the 
which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up 
in a night, and perished in a night:  11 And should not I spare Nineveh, 
that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that 
cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also 
much cattle? 
 

Psalm 119. In quo corrigit? 

1 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? * even by ruling 
himself after thy word.  

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee; * O let me not go wrong 
out of thy commandments.  

11 Thy word have I hid within my heart, * that I should not sin 
against thee.  

12 Blessed art thou, O LORD; * O teach me thy statutes.  
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13 With my lips have I been telling * of all the judgments of thy 
mouth.  

14 I have had as great delight in the way of thy testimonies, * as in all 
manner of riches.  

15 I will talk of thy commandments, * and have respect unto thy 
ways.  

16 My delight shall be in thy statutes, * and I will not forget thy 
word. 

The New Testament Lesson  

A reading from the 9th Chapter of Paul’s First Letter to the 
Corinthians beginning at the 24th verse: 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  25 And every man that striveth 
for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.  26 I therefore so run, not 
as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:  27 But I keep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
 

The Holy Gospel 
 

The Holy Gospel is written in the 20th Chapter of Matthew beginning 
at the 1st verse:  
Glory be to thee, O Lord 
 
Jesus said, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers 
into his vineyard. 
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 2 And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he 
sent them into his vineyard.  3 And he went out about the third hour, 
and saw others standing idle in the marketplace,  4 And said unto 
them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give 
you. And they went their way. 
 
 5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 
 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing 
idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?  7 They 
say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go 
ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye 
receive. 
 
 8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his 
steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from 
the last unto the first.  9 And when they came that were hired about 
the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.  10 But when the 
first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and 
they likewise received every man a penny.  11 And when they had 
received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, 
Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made 
them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. 
 
 13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: 
didst not thou agree with me for a penny?  14 Take that thine is, and 
go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee.  15 Is it not 
lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, 
because I am good?  16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for 
many be called, but few chosen. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to thee, O Christ     


