
 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent. 
The Collect. 

 
GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who 
for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be pun- 
ished, by the comfort of thy grace may mercifully be re- 
lieved; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Genesis 48: 8-22A reading from the 48th Chapter of the 
Book of Genesis beginning at the 8th verse:  

8 And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these?9 And Joseph said unto 
his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, 
Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them.10 Now the eyes of Israel 
were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto him; and 
he kissed them, and embraced them.11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not 
thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed.12 And Joseph 
brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to 
the earth.13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's 
left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought 
them near unto him.14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon 
Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, 
guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.15 And he blessed 
Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the 
God which fed me all my life long unto this day,16 The Angel which redeemed me 
from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of 
the earth.17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of 
Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from 
Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my 
father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.19 And his father 
refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and 
he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his 
seed shall become a multitude of nations.20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In 
thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he 



set Ephraim before Manasseh.21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God 
shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers.22 Moreover I 
have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of 
the Amorite with my sword and with my bow. Here endeth the Old Testament 
Lesson 

We will read Psalm 66 Jubilate Deo responsively be the whole verse:  

  
O BE joyful in God, all ye lands; * sing praises unto the 
honour of his Name; make his praise to be glorious. 
2 Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy 
works! * through the greatness of thy power shall thine 
enemies bow down unto thee. 
3 For all the world shall worship thee, * sing of thee, and praise thy Name. 
4 O come hither, and behold the works of God; * how 
wonderful he is in his doing toward the children of men. 
5 He turned the sea into dry land, * so that they went 
through the water on foot; there did we rejoice thereof. 
6 He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes behold 
the nations: * and such as will not believe shall not be able 
to exalt themselves. 
7 O praise our God, ye peoples, * and make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8 Who holdeth our soul in life; * and suffereth not our feet to slip. 
9 For thou, O God, hast proved us; * thou also hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 
10 Thou broughtest us into the snare; * and laidest trouble upon our loins. 
11 Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads; * we went through fire and water, 
and thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 
12 I will go into thine house with burnt-offerings, and will pay thee my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips, and spake with my mouth, when I was in 
trouble. 
13 I will offer unto thee fat burnt-sacrifices, with the incense of rams; * I will offer 
bullocks and goats. 
14 O come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear God; * and I will tell you what 
he hath done for my soul. 
15 I called unto him with my mouth, * and gave him praises with my tongue. 
16 If I incline unto wickedness with mine heart, * the Lord will not hear me. 
17 But God hath heard me; * and considered the voice of my prayer. 
18 Praised be God, who hath not cast out my prayer, * 
nor turned his mercy from me.  



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. 
  

 

  

 
 

The Epistle. Galatians iv. 21-31 
A reading from the 4th Chapter of Galatians beginning at the 21st verse:  

 
T ELL me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 
hear the law? For it is written, that Abraham had two 
sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 
But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which 
things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the 
one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage 
with her chil-dren. But Jerusalem which is above is free, 
which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, 
thou barren that bearest not: break forth and cry, thou that 
travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children 
than she which hath an husband. Now we, brethren, as Isaac 
was, are the chil-dren of promise. But as then he that was 
born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what saith the scrip- 
ture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of 
the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the free- 
woman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bond- 
woman, but of the free. Here endeth the Epistle 
 

 
 
 



The Gospel. St. John 6: 1-14 
The Holy Gospel is written in the 6th Chapter of St. John beginning at 

the 1st verse: 
 

JESUS went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of 
Tiberias. And a great multitude followed him, because 
they saw his miracles which he did on them that were dis- 
eased. And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat 
with his disciples. And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was 
nigh. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great 
company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence 
shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And this he said to 
prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. Philip 
answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not 
sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. 
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith 
unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, 
and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 
And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was 
much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when 
he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the 
disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the 
fishes as much as they would. When they were filled, he 
said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them to- 
gether, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the 
five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto 
them that had eaten. Then those men, when they had seen 
the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that 
prophet that should come into the world. The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to thee, O Christ 


