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Collect and Lessons for the First Sunday in Lent  

The Collect. 

O LORD, who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty nights; Give us 
grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, 
we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteousness, and true holiness, 
to thy honour and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

The Old Testament Lesson 

A reading from the 2nd Chapter of the Book of Genesis beginning at the 
17th verse:  

15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden 
to dress it and to keep it.  16 And the LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  17 But of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
 
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, 
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  2 And the woman said unto the 
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:  3 But of the fruit 
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
 
 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  6 And when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
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 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

Psalm 51. Miserere mei, Deus.  

Have  mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness; * according to 
the multitude of thy mercies do away mine offences.  

 2 Wash me throughly from my wickedness, * and cleanse me from my 
sin.   

3 For I acknowledge my faults, * and my sin is ever before me.   

4 Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight; * that 
thou mightest be justified in thy saying, and clear when thou shalt judge.  

5 Behold, I was shapen in wickedness, * and in sin hath my mother 
conceived me.  

6 But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts, * and shalt make me to 
understand wisdom secretly.  

7 Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; * thou shalt 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness, * that the bones which 
thou hast broken may rejoice.  

9 Turn thy face from my sins, * and put out all my misdeeds.  

10 Make me a clean heart, O God, * and renew a right spirit within me.  

11 Cast me not away from thy presence, * and take not thy holy Spirit 
from me. 
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12 O give me the comfort of thy help again, * and stablish me with thy 
free Spirit.  

13 Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked, * and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee.  

The New Testament Lesson 

A reading from the 6th Chapter of Paul’s 2nd Letter to the Corinthian 
beginning at the 1st verse: 

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain.  2 For he says, "In a favorable time I listened to you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the favorable 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 
 3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with 
our ministry,  4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every 
way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,  5 beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  6 by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love;  7 by truthful 
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left;  8 through honor and dishonor, through slander 
and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;  9 as unknown, 
and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet 
not killed;  10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 

The Holy Gospel 
 

The Holy Gospel is written in the 4th Chapter of Matthew beginning at the 
1st verse: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord 
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Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil.  2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
afterward an hungred. 
 
 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread.  4 But he answered and said, It 
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
 
 5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pinnacle of the temple,  6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a stone.  7 Jesus said unto him, It is written 
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
 
 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me.  10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. 
 
 11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered 
unto him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to thee, O Christ  

 


