Collect and Lessons For the First Sunday after Easter
The Collect.
ALMIGHTY Father, who hast given thine only Son to die for our sins,
and to rise again for our justification; Grant us so to put away the leaven
of malice and wickedness, that we may always serve thee in pureness of
living and truth; through the merits of the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The First Lesson
The First Lesson is written in the Second Chapter of Peter’s First
Letter beginning at the 1st verse:
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all
slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it
you may grow up to salvation- 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.
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As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in
Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."
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So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
"The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," 8 and
"A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Psalm 111. Confitebor tibi.
We will read Psalm 111 responsively by the half verse:
1 I will give thanks unto the LORD with my whole heart, * secretly
among the faithful, and in the congregation.
2 The works of the LORD are great, * sought out of all them that have
pleasure therein.
3 His work is worthy to be praised and had in honour, * and his
righteousness endureth for ever.
4 The merciful and gracious LORD hath so done his marvellous
works, * that they ought to be had in remembrance.
5 He hath given meat unto them that fear him; * he shall ever be mindful
of his covenant.
6 He hath showed his people the power of his works, * that he may
give them the heritage of the heathen.
7 The works of his hands are verity and judgment; * all his
commandments are true.
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * and are done in truth and
equity.
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9 He sent redemption unto his people; * he hath commanded his covenant
for ever; holy and reverend is his Name.
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; * a good
understanding have all they that do thereafter; his praise endureth for
ever.
Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end,
Amen.
The Epistle
The Second Lesson is written in the 5th Chapter of John’s 1st Letter
beginning at the 4th verse:
4

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
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This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness,
because the Spirit is truth.
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For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear
witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three
agree in one.
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If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is
the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 10 He that believeth
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God
hath made him a liar;
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because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 11 And this
is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life.
The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel is written in the 20th Chapter of John beginning at
the 19th verse:
Glory be to thee, O Lord
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Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
20
And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side.
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.
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Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath
sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ
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