Collect and Lessons for the First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 26, 2021
The Collects
ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our
nature upon him, and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that
we being regenerate, and made thy children by adoption and grace. may
daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever, one
God, world without end. Amen.
Merciful Lord, we beseech thee to cast thy bright beams of light upon thy
Church, that it, being instructed* by the doctrine of thy blessed Apostle
and Evangelist Saint John, may so walk in the light of thy truth, that it
may at length attain to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Old Testament Lesson
A reading from the 61st Chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
beginning at the 10th verse:
10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 11 For as the
earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are
sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and
praise to spring forth before all the nations.
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Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will
not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 2 And the Gentiles shall see thy
righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new
name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.
3
Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a
royal diadem in the hand of thy God.
Psalm 147. Laudate Dominum.
1Praisethe LORD, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto our God; *
yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful.
2 The LORD doth build up Jerusalem, * and gather together the outcasts
of Israel.
3 He healeth those that are broken in heart, * and giveth medicine to heal
their sickness.
4 He telleth the number of the stars, * and calleth them all by their
names.
5 Great is our Lord, and great is his power; * yea, and his wisdom is
infinite.
6 The LORD setteth up the meek, * and bringeth the ungodly down to the
ground.
7 O sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; * sing praises upon the harp
unto our God
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The New Testament Lesson
A reading from the 4th Chapter of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians beginning
at the 1st verse:
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave,
though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and
managers until the date set by his father.
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In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,
5
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons.
6

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God.
The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel is written in the 1st Chapter of Matthew beginning at the
18th verse:
Glory be to thee, O Lord
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found
with child of the Holy Ghost. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just
man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put
her away privily.
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But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Ghost. 21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
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Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of
the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.
24

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had
bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 25 And knew her not till she had
brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ
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